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at large; but the present Act has been framed without sufficient consi-
deration for the consumers, or for the small retail traders. The result
has been to cause much inconvenience to poor householders and a very
great loss to the small traders. The only persons that could possibly bene-
fit are large retail houses. We entirely endorse the remarks made by
The Natal Mercury representative when he says that
the small trader is gradually being swamped by the large houses, the number
of which can be counted on one's fingers. It would be a misfortune, indeed,
if legislation of this type is allowed to force good colonists to the wall and deprive
them of an honest livelihood.
The remedy suggested is suspension of the Act. Experience has
shown that the shops ought to be allowed to keep open later than half-
past five, and that Saturday closing is a serious mistake. The Natal Wit-
ness has taken up, in connection with this matter, what may be reason-
ably termed a somewhat spiteful attitude. It concludes some remarks
on the subject by saying
it is a well-known fact that the Arab and Indian merchants in the town have
been hard hit. Let the Europeans bear this well in mind.
Our contemporary urges the Europeans not to agitate against the Act,
on the sole ground of its having adversely affected Indian trade. In its
haste to see the Indian injured. The Witness has entirely forgotten that,
in injuring the Indian, the small white traders, who alone can feel the
competition of Indian traders, will not only be injured, but will be wiped
out entirely, for whilst the frugal habits of the Indian may enable him
to tide over the difficulty, the white petty traders, who notoriously fail
to save, will be entirely helpless.
The real remedy is not to kill the small white retailer, so that the
Indian will be hit, but in having reasonable closing hours for both Euro-
pean and Indian traders, so that they may get a chance of earning a
living after the large retail houses have closed. The latter will always
be obliged to close much earlier than the small retailers. The Witness,
by having taken a prejudiced view of the situation, has also fallen into
the error of supposing that the saving of expenses of electric light to the
shopkeepers is any gain. We give The Witness the credit for understanding
that no shopkeeper would pay for the electric current, if he could not
more than make up for the expense by the profits he would gain from
the trade he would be doing during those hours.
Indian Opinion, 24-3-1906
258. THE COLOURED PEOPLE'S PETITION
We have been favoured with a copy of the petition of Coloured Bri-
tish subjects "resident in the Colonies of the Cape of Good Hope, the
Transvaal, and the Orange River Colony" addressed to the King-Emperor.
It seems that the petition is being widely circulated, and signatures
are being taken of all the Coloured people in the three Colonies named.
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